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the celestial note in that high clear call. Ministers of the Gospel stood

behind the sacred desk and in the name of the Prince of Peace urged

men to go forth to war. Teachers gathered children about them and fired

their young hearts vnth the story that America was fighting that every

child in all the earth might enter into its birthright of happiness and

hope. Gentle women thrust guns into the hands of their sons and sped

them forth to battle for a civilization that would forever guard the weak

from the rapacity of the strong. All classes and conditions of men stood

upon a hundred thousands platforms and burned it into the hearts of

the people that we were pouring out our blood and treasure in order

to dig up militarism root and branch, and burn it in the uiiquenchable

fire of humanity's righteous wrath. The press in ten million flaming

headlines proclaimed that we were in a death-grapple with the very

soul of war, and that the Nation must never lower its arms until Prus-

sianism and all its preachments should be swept from the earth forever

and forever.

In such fashion and for such purpose this USTation went to war; but

now when victory has come we find in certain quarters a sudden change

of front. Envy is spreading its deadly poison and avarice would capi-

talize the blood of the slain. In high quarters we hear the insidious

suggestion that it was well to kneel before our altars while men were

dying for the faitli, but now practical men will consign their altars to

the cellar and set up their bargain counters. Some men of note and

others of notoriety sneer at the simple faith of folks who still believe

that we are going to get out of this war j^recisely what we went in for.

These men today view with alarm the program of righteousness and

enduring peace, to which in the days that tried men's souls they pointed

with passionate pride.

And when the President of the United States crossed the seas to

translate our ideals into a peace pact that will for a thousand years

deliver humanity from the burdens and horrors of war, the high priests

of profit and privilege launched their anathema against him, and seek

to discount and dishonor the man whom the ends of the earth hail as

the prophet and builder of a better day.

Such men are a fearful menace to the safety of this Nation and the

peace of all mankind. They undermine the faith of the people in the

integrity of the Government, in the sanctity of its promises and the

beneficence of its purposes. They are piling up inflammable material

for the torch of Bolshevism. We might as well look the facts squarely

in the face. This world must accept the wholesome, constructive ideal-

ism of Woodrow Wilson and Lloyd George, or welter in the morbid, de-

structive fanaticism of Liebknecht and Lenine.


